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H
i there

H
aving a lovely time here in Australia. Yesterday I was lucky enough to see a

wallaby - I wonder if she had a joey in her pouch? W
hat a sight!

I have been busy making collections of seeds for the M
illennium Seed Bank and also

collecting and pressing the plants that the seeds have come from. Using my field
notes, we will be able to put all the information about the plant, its location, its
habitat, the date and my name as collector on to the pressed plant sheet, which we call a specimen. This
will get done when I get back to K

ew.
I must be really careful not to lose my notebook, otherwise all these collections will be worthless!
I have noticed how different the plants are when they grow in different places. . The ones growing in the

mountains look quite different from the ones
growing inland on the flat plains.
This must be true where you live. H

ave a look at the
different habitats near your school and collect and
press some plants from them to show the differences.
It would be interesting to find out what you have
observed.
Thanks for your help!

Richard
I am here!

English Curriculum (Year 4)
• That different plants and animals are

found in different habitats

• That plants are suited to the environment

in which they are found

• Use a key to identify plants 

Northern Irish Curriculum (P5)
Thinking skills and personal capabilities:

• Managing information:  (All activities)

• Thinking, problem-solving and decision

making: (All activities)

• Working with others (Activities 2 and 3)

KS2 The world around us:

• Strand 1: Interdependence: How living

things rely on each other within the

natural world (S&T) (Activities 1 and 2)

• Strand 1: Interdependence:The effects of

people on the natural and built

environment over time (S&T) (Activity 3)

• Strand 3: Place: How place influences

the nature of life (S&T) (All activities)

• Strand 3: Place: Ways in which people,

plants and animals depend on the

features and materials in places and

how they adapt to their environment

(S&T, G) (Activities 1 and 2)

• Strand 3: Place: Features of and

variations in places, including physical,

climatic, vegetation and animal life (S&T)

(Activity 2)

• Strand 3: Place: Positive and negative

effects of natural and human events

upon place over time (S&T, G) (Activity 3)

Scottish Curriculum (P5)
Living things and the processes of life:
Level B/C
• Strand: Variety and characteristic

features (to name some common plants

using simple keys)

• Strand: The processes of life (to describe

the broad functions of the main parts of

a flowering plant)

• Strand: Interaction of living things with

their environment (to explain how living

things and the environment can be

protected and give examples)

Skills in science - Investigating: 
Level B/C
• Strand: Preparing for tasks

(understanding, planning, designing tests

and predicting)

• Strand: Carrying out tasks (observing,

measuring and recording findings)

• Strand: Reviewing and reporting on tasks

(presenting, evaluating and

understanding the significance of

findings)

Welsh Curriculum 
Scientific enquiry: Key Stage 2
• Strand: The nature of science (to

consider information obtained from their

own work and other simple sources)

• Strand: Communication in science (to

use a range of methods including

drawings, tables and charts to record

and present information)

• Strand: Investigative skills (to decide

what information should be collected)

Life processes and living things: 
Key stage 2
• Strand: Living things in their environment

(to find out about the variety of plants

found in different habitats including the

local area; how plants can be identified

and assigned to groups by making and

using keys)

Curriculum links

A specimen of Darwin’s collected in Chile in 1834 and kept in Kew’s herbarium.
It was identified by Darwin’s friend Joseph Hooker as Stachys chonotica (related to self heal). 

Old specimens in herbariums are still used by scientists today. 

They often have an official stamp like the round ones here.

A Darwin herbarium specimen
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